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Individuals have rights, and there are things no person or group may do to them without violating their rights. So
strong and far-reaching are these rights that they raise the question of what, if anything, the state and its officials
may do. How much room do individual rights leave for the state? The minimal state limited to the narrow functions of
protection against force, theft, fraud, enforcement of contracts, and so on, is morally justified; any more extensive state
will violate person’s rights not to be forced to do certain things, and is unjustified. The state may not use its coercive
apparatus for the purpose of getting some citizens to aid others, or in order to prohibit activities to people for their
own good or protection. Accordingly, the state should treat its people as individuals, who may not be used in certain
ways by others as means or tools or instruments; it should treat its people as persons having individual rights with
the dignity this constitutes. Treating its people with respect by respecting their rights, it should allow its people,
individually or with whom they choose, to choose their lives and to realize their ends and their conception of
themselves, insofar as they can.
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